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The dedication of Holy Trinity (Old 
Swedes) Church in 1699 was a mile-
stone in the remarkable success story 

for one of its members, Charles Christophers-
son Springer, who came from Sweden some 
22 years after the Dutch seizure of New Swe-
den. It was he who wrote the 1693 letter ask-
ing for new Swedish ministers on the Dela-
ware. It was he who lent his tireless assistance 
to pastor Eric Björk in the negotiations neces-
sary to accomplish their goal of constructing 
the new church. And it was he who Björk 
singled out as the most important reason for 
the success of this venture.

Unlike his countrymen in America,  
Charles Springer came from an upper class 
household. His father was Christopher 
Springer, who died in Stockholm in 1669 after 
40 years of government service. His mother 
was Beata Salina, Christopher Springer’s 
third wife, who survived her husband for 

almost 25 years, serving as royal housekeeper 
for the dowager queen Hedwig Eleonora, 
widow of King Charles X.

Charles Springer was born in Stockholm 
in 1658 and seemed destined to follow in 
his parent’s footsteps as a leader in Swed-
ish society. He was sent as a young man to 
study in Riga, Latvia (then a province of Swe-
den). Following this he was sent to London 
to study English and mathematics. About to 
return home, Charles Springer, then 21, was 
kidnapped and carried aboard an English 
vessel bound for Virginia, where in his own 
words, “I was sold like a farm animal” and 
held in “very slavery” for five years. Upon his 
release as a supposed “indentured servant,” he 
walked 400 miles to the Delaware, where he 
had heard other Swedes lived.

His initial residence, from 1684 to 1690, 
was in an area known as “New Stockholm,” 
located on the north side of Raccoon Creek in 

By Dr. Peter S. Craig

Volume 1,  Number 19 Spring 1999

Swedish
Colonial
News

GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE

Greetings! Our Society continues to
change and grow. At each Council meet-
ing new members are accepted, life mem-
bers are added and Forefather Members
are approved. Recent activities include a
successful 1998 Julmiddag. Thanks for
this event go to numerous individuals: the
hardworking committee, the key-note
s p e a k e r, Rev. Kim-Eric Williams, who
relayed the story of how he discovered his
New Sweden roots, the engaging children
and their parents who present the St. Lucia
pageantry and all the members who partic-
ipated.

The Translation Project with the
Gloria Dei Church records continues to
make progress and a special Thanksgiving
Service hosted at Gloria Dei is planned for
the fall.

The Council also reports other new
developments — a newly designed Fore-
father Membership Certificate and a
Distinguished Service Medal.  In addition,
the decision was made to create a web site
for the Society on the Internet. 

We are now making plans for our
F o r e f a t h e r s ’ Day Luncheon to be held
April 25th at the Corinthian Yacht Club.
The first observance of this day was held
on April 8, 1938, when the Legislature of
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania voted
to make it a legal holiday and officially
designated it as "Forefathers’Day."

It is no longer a state holiday, but plan
to celebrate this event with us.  Meet our
Amandus Johnson scholar, socialize with
friends and honor our ancestors.

William Neal

The 4th day of June 1699 (old style)
was a day set aside for the largest celebra-
tion of the Swedes on the Delaware in the
17th century—the consecration of Holy
Trinity Church near the site of old Fort
Christina in what later became known as
Wilmington, Delaware.

It was Trinity Sunday, and the church
doors of the log church at Wi c a c o
(Philadelphia) were closed as A n d r e a s
Rudman's congregation also went to
Christina to join Ericus Björk's congrega-
tion in a celebration that attracted Swedes
from four present states, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania and Maryland, as well as
Delaware.

The church building, with inside
dimensions of 60 feet by 30 feet, was mas-
sive for its time. As was customary in those
days, the men's pews were on the right
(south) side of the church, separated from
the women's pews by a wide 11-foot aisle.
It was the first of eight masonry Old
Swedes' churches to be built in the
Delaware valley area over the next centu-
ry, soon to be followed by Gloria Dei
Church at Wicaco (Philadelphia), which
was consecrated in 1700.

Remarkably, Holy Trinity Church has
now survived three centuries. Registered
as a National Landmark, it still flourishes
today as one of the nation's oldest church-
buildings still in regular use for worship.
This June marks its 300th anniversary. The
event will be commemorated on June

6th—Trinity Sunday—at special services
held at the church. It is fitting that we look
back and honor its founding members.

The following is a list of these mem-
bers who were assigned pews on 24 June
1699, just 20 days following the consecra-
tion of the church. They are grouped by
their place of residence. In the listing

Founding Members of Holy Trinity Church

300 YEARS AGO

Continued on page 5

Holy Trinity (Old Swedes) Church, Wilmington,Delaware.
PHOTO: RON HENDRICKSON

From Volume 1, Number 
19, Fall 1997 Issue of  

Swedish Colonial News,  
reprinted with permission of 

the Swedish Colonial  
Society, Philadelphia, Pa.

NEW SWEDEN FOREFATHERS

Part I
Johan Andersson Stalcop

 and Carl Jönsson
Volume 1, Number 4

Part II
Olof Persson Stille

Volume 1, Number 16

Part III
Charles Springer

Volume 1, Number 19

Part IV
Olof Thorsson

Volume 2, Number 4

Part V
Sinnick Broer

Volume 2, Number 7

Part VI
Anders Andersson

Volume 3, Number 2

Part VII
Hans Peterson

Volume 3, Number 6

Part VIII
Jacob Van der Veer

and Zacharias Derickson
Volume 3, Number 10

Part IX
Hendrick Garretson

Hendrick Hendrickson
Hendrick Jacobsson

Frederick Frederickson Konig
Peter Mansson

Olof from Slobyn
The 1693 Census of the  

Swedes on the Delaware

New Sweden forefathers united by  
marriage to the Stidham* family

Each “Part” runs in nine successive issues of the newsletter. Volumes and Numbers are from the Swedish Colonial News.

Our Other New Sweden  
Forefathers, Part III:

Charles Springer and His Family
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Gloucester County. On 27 December 1685 he 
married Maria Hendricksdotter, daughter of 
Hendrick Jacobsson and his wife Gertrude. 
Around 1690, Charles Springer and his family 
moved to Oak Hill, located on the east side of 
Red Clay Creek in New Castle County. This 
was his home until his death in 1738.

As one of the few Swedes able to read 
and write the English language, Charles 
Springer was frequently called upon to draft 
wills, deeds and other legal documents for 
his Swedish compa-
triots. (The courts 
wouldn’t accept such 
documents in a for-
eign language.) His 
reputation was such 
that he served as a 
justice on the New 
Castle court for 35 
years (1703-1738) in 
addition to his mani-
fold duties for Holy 
Trinity Church as 
warden, vestryman 
and trustee. Earlier, 
prior to the arrival 
of Björk in 1697, 
Springer also had 
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Engraving of 
Stockholm from 

Suecia Antiqua et 
Hodierna, about 1690,  

during the time 
Charles Springer, a 
native of this city, 

was living at Raccoon 
Creek in Glouster  

County, N.J.

served as reader at the Swedes’ church at 
Crane Hook.

Charles Springer’s last official act was to 
travel to Gloucester County to prove in court 
on 24 May 1738 a deed he had witnessed on 
9 May 1685, conveying land in “New Stock-
holm” to Mårten Mårtensson, Sr., and John 
Archer, two Swedes of Ammansland in Rid-
ley Township. While crossing the Delaware 
on his return trip, 26 May 1738, Charles 
Springer died of a stroke. He was then eighty 

It was Springer who 
lent his tireless 
assistance to 

pastor Eric Björk 
in the negotiations 

necessary to 
accomplish their 

goal of constructing 
the new church [Old 
Swedes]. And it was 
he who Björk singled 

out as the most 
important reason  
for the success of  

this venture.W
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years old. He was buried in the church that 
he loved.

Maria Hendricksdotter, the first wife of 
Charles Springer, had been buried at Holy 
Trinity Church on 15 March 1727. Three 
months later Springer married Annika, 
daughter of Johan and Brita Gustafsson and 
widow of both Matthias Mårtensson and 
Jonas Walraven.

Charles Springer had eleven known chil-
dren, all born by his first wife, Maria Hen-
dricksdotter:

1. Anna Elisabeth Springer, born c. 1687, 
married c. 1706 Samuel Hall, an English-
man who died as a weaver in Kennet, Chester 

County in 1738. His will named his wife Elis-
abeth, eight daughters (Mary, Sarah, Phoebe, 
Elisabeth, Hannah, Dinah, Susanna and Mar-
garet) and four sons (George, Samuel, James 
and Charles).

2. Rebecca Springer, born c. 1689, mar-
ried c. 1708 Jacob Stilley, Swedish, son of 
Anders Stille. She died in Christiana Hundred 
after 1764, and had ten children (Jonathan, 
Andrew, Maria, Peter, Susanna, Elisabeth, 
Margareta, Rebecca, John and Lydia).

3. Maria Springer, born c. 1691, married 
on 31 July 1716 William Cleneay, prob-
ably of French origins. She died in Christiana 
Hundred by 1736 after having nine children 
(Rebecca, William, Charles, Jane, Maria, 
Hannah, Jane, Samuel and Sarah).

4. Charles Springer, Jr., born in 1693, mar-
ried in 1722 Margareta Robinson, daughter 
of Edward Robinson and Anna Walraven. 
He died in Christiana Hundred and was bur-
ied 26 Aug. 1759. They had twelve children 
(Maria, John, Anna, Charles, Catharina, 
Edward, Jacob, Gabriel, Margareta, Rachel, 
Rebecca and Elisabeth).

5. Christopher Springer, born 12 May 1696, 
married in 1722 his first cousin Catherine 
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New Castle County  
Courthouse (Del.) as 

seen today, where 
Springer’s reputation 

was such that he 
served as a justice  
on the court for 35 
years (1703-1738).

Locke Avenue Bridge, 
Locke Avenue 

(County Route 671) 
Spanning Raccoon 
Creek, Swedesboro, 
Gloucester County,  
New Jersey (1968).
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Maria (Hendricksdotter) 
Jacobsson

Adam [5] 
Stedham

Dr. Timen 
Stiddem

Maria Adamsdottor 
[34a] Stedham

Jacob Corneliusson 
Van de Ver (Part VIII)

Descendants of this union can claim Charles Springer 
and Dr. Timen Stiddem as their New Sweden 
forefathers, with notations of three additional  

forefathers, one of whom was featured in Part II,  
the others to be featured in Parts VIII and IX.

Pedigree chart linking these New Sweden families

Catherine (Karin)? 
(surname unknown)

Magdelena 
Van de Ver

Johnathan 
Stille

Jacob Andersson 
Stille (Part II)

Rebecca  
Springer 

Hendrick 
Jacobsson (Part IX)

Charles  
Springer

The Swedish Colonial Society 
is pleased to announce that 
additional certificates can be 
attained for those Forefather 

Members who can prove 
lineage from more than one 

Forefather. To start the process, 
contact the SCS Registrar at 

Registrar@ColonialSwedes.net.

Hendrickson, daughter of John Hendricks-
son and Brita Mattson. Christopher died in 
Christiana Hundred and was buried 31 July 
1755. They had nine children (Charles, John, 
Brita, Peter, Susannah, Solomon, Abraham, 
Joseph and Catharina).

6. John Springer, born blind c. 1698, mar-
ried [1] his first cousin Maria Hendrickson, 
daughter of John Hendricksson, in 1727, [2] 
Mary Dempsey, English, 31 August 1736. He 
died in Christiana Hundred in June 1772. By 
his first wife, he had four children (Charles, 
William, Mary and Joseph). By his second 
wife, six more (Elisabeth, Rebecca, Israel, 
John, Margaret and Andrew).

7. Anders Springer, born c. 1700, died 
unmarried in January 1731.

8. Jacob Springer, born in 1703, married 
c. 1732 Mary Bishop, English, daughter 
of Nicholas and Dorcas Bishop. He died 
in Christiana Hundred and was buried 18 
December 1763. They had eleven children 
(Dorcas, Charles, Susanna, Maria, Rebecca, 
Nicholas, Anna, Elisabeth, Jacob, John and 
Thomas).

9. Israel Springer, born c. 1705, died unmar-
ried in January 1731.

10. Magdalena Springer, born c. 1707, 
married [1] Jesper Robinson, 11 Novem-
ber 1725; [2] Paul Paulson, 19 November 
1728; [3] Morton Justis, 5 December 1747. 
All three were Swedish. She had ten chil-
dren (Jesper Robinson, Dorothea, Maria, 
Rebecca, Paul, Charles, Peter, John and 
Anna Paulson and Helena Justis).

11. Joseph Springer, born in 1709, married 
in 1731 Annika Justis, Swedish, daughter 
of Måns Justis and Catharina Walraven. He 
died in Christiana Hundred in 1799. They 
had twelve children (Charles, Anders, Beata, 
Maria, Joseph, Catharina, Sarah, Rebecca, 
Anna, Rachel, Eleanor and Hannah).




